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 FROM THE CHAIRMAN
 

I want to thank all who participated in the variance

proceeding conducted on Wednesday, April 25th; both by
writing and attending the hearing.  The applicant, the
applicant's counsel and consultants, and the other hearing
attendees were respectful of the process, which created
an atmosphere conducive to hearing the presentations
and the responses to questions. The outcome was a
thoughtful and deliberate discussion. 

  
I also want to thank the Village staff for the excellent work in assembling the
"Record" and making information available to the attendees.  

  
We are a small community.  The variance hearing was a great example of how local
government can operate in a neighborly and effective manner.  Again, on behalf of
the Council, our thanks to all who made the hearing a great example of why we live
here. We anticipate the same cordial approach to any revised request.
 
Which nicely leads into the Council Elections. There is a candidate forum on
Thursday, May 3 at 7:00pm. There will be refreshments. The Council Election is the
following Thursday, May 10. There are three incumbent candidates running for
three open seats on the Council. I've been asked, "why even bother to vote?" You
should vote because you have that right; you should vote because the candidates
work hard for the Village and they need your vote of appreciation and support; and
you should vote because this is your Village and if you like the results you are
seeing and you support the way the Village is carrying out Village priorities, your
vote lets the Council know that it is doing the right thing.
 
If you do not agree with how the Village is operating, please come to the Annual
Meeting on Thursday, the 10th, and let your voice be heard. If you do agree with
how the Village is operating, your voice of support would be greatly appreciated.



We vote on the proposed budget for FY 2018-2019 (available on the Village
website); we set the tax rate for real property (what you pay based on the value of
your house and lot) as well as for utilities and businesses.
 
I look forward to seeing you on May 3rd and May 10th.
 
 - Richard Krajeck, Council Chair
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UPCOMING EVENTS

 
 

  

May 3                    Candidate Forum, 7:00pm

May 10                  Election/Celebration on the Sidewalk, 5:00pm - 8:00pm

May 10                  Annual Meeting, 8:00pm

May 11                  Wider Circle pick up

May 12                  Bulk Trash pick up

May 28                  Memorial Day: Village Office Closed
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SPOTLIGHT
 

You're invited ...
to the Martin's Additions Community Forum

on Thursday May 3
 
The Election Committee has scheduled a public community forum to give VMA 
residents the opportunity to discuss issues with the candidates. All the candidates
are expected to attend. Three VMA Council seats are up for election this year.
Three candidates are running:  Arthur Alexander, Tiffany Cissna, and Susan
Fattig.
                 
         Date:                 Thursday May 3, 2018
         Time:                 7 p.m.
         Location:          Village Office, 7013B Brookville Road (second floor)
 
                  Sandwiches, soft drinks, and cookies will be provided.
 

Are there some specific issues
that you'd like to have the candidates address?

http://martinsadditions.org/governance/annual_budgets/index.php


 
Local government matters.

Come talk to the candidates on May 3!
                         
If you'd like to submit an anonymous question for the candidates, please send an email
to the Election Committee at VMAelections@gmail.com. Time may not permit discussion
of every issue, but, if possible, we will ask all the candidates to respond to your
comment or question.

Best wishes from your 2018 VMA Election Committee: 
Marty Langelan (chair), Lauren Schweder Biel, Diane Everts, Susan Post, and Jesse Tampio

 
 
VOTING INFORMATION:

 
Voting Locations

Voting will be conducted from 5:00-8:00 PM on Election Day in front of the Village Office at
7013B Brookville Road, if weather permits. If the weather is inclement, voting will take place

in the Village Office with appropriate accommodations to be made by the Committee for
accessibility concerns.  All qualified voters are encouraged to vote by casting their ballots in
the polling area. Write-in candidates are permitted. All voting is by secret ballot and election
procedures are designed to ensure that voters have the opportunity to cast ballots in privacy.  
A street festival, "Celebration on the Sidewalk," traditionally takes place during the voting.

Absentee Voting
 

Residents may apply for an absentee ballot.  To ensure privacy, absentee ballots will be
assigned randomized control numbers and will not reflect any voter information on the ballot.
Control numbers will be maintained by the Committee and will be utilized by the Committee
for purposes of authenticating absentee ballots received.  Absentee ballots may be requested

from the Committee using any of the following methods:

(1) by coming to the Village Office (7013 Brookville Road, Suite B) in person to complete an
absentee ballot application provided by the Committee, or

(2) by sending a request via

(a) email to VMAelections@gmail.com or

(b) mail to the Committee's P.O. Box.

Such correspondence will be considered to be a ballot application and must contain the
qualified voter's full name and permanent address in Martin's Additions together with a stated
preference for receiving the absentee ballot by mail or e-mail.  If no such preference is stated,
the request will be deemed to have specified a delivery preference of mail through the United

States postal service.  Following verification that the requester is a qualified voter by the
Committee, an absentee ballot and instructions will be mailed or emailed, as specified, to the

requesting voter.

Absentee ballots may be requested on an individual or household basis by the qualified voter
or a member of his or her household; provided, that if the absentee ballot request states e-mail

as a delivery preference, each voter for whom an absentee ballot is requested must have a
separate individual e-mail address for receipt of such absentee ballot, and such e-mail address

must be provided with the request for each such qualified voter.  The Committee will not
accept absentee ballot requests from any person or by any method except as described in this

Absentee Ballots section.

Absentee ballots can be requested starting 21 days prior to election day.

mailto:VMAelections@gmail.com
mailto:VMAelections@gmail.com


Absentee ballots must be received by the Committee by election day by one of the methods
below.  The Committee takes no responsibility for late ballots. Requests for absentee ballots
should be made sufficiently in advance of the election to allow time for delivery. Delivery

times cannot be guaranteed. Completed absentee ballots must be returned to the Committee
according to the following procedures:

(1) by mailing via the United States postal service the completed ballot to the
Committee post office box as indicated on the absentee ballot instructions, to be

received by 3 p.m. on election day.
  

(2) by personally dropping the absentee ballot in the slot in the locked ballot box in the
VMA office no later than 3:00 p.m. on the day of the election.  The ballot must contain
the assigned control number on the outer envelope to be considered eligible. Security

of the locked ballot box will be maintained by the Committee and only designated
members of the Committee, who do not have access to the control numbers, will have

access to the contents of the ballot box. Residents should not ask Village staff to handle
completed ballots at any time.

  
(3) by submitting the ballot in person at the polling place on Election Day during

regular voting hours following verification by the Committee of the resident's identity
and the ballot's control number.
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NOTES FROM THE VILLAGE OFFICE
 

Arbor Day Celebration:
 
Our Arbor Day celebration on April 29 was a huge success! Special thanks to tree
supervisor Paula Goldberg for putting together a great event, with information about
how important trees are to our community and environment. Paula donated a book on
native plants as well as one on Maryland's famous Wye Oak tree. Those books are
available at the Village office. Thanks as well to Molly Ruhl who contributed a
delicious chocolate cake to our event, and to Janine Trudeau who lent her gardening
expertise by planting a redbud in the Butterfly Garden at the intersection of Brookville
Road and Cummings Lane. This tree is in honor of longtime VMA resident and former
tree supervisor Dan Gardner, who passed away last year. A plaque commemorating
Dan's volunteer work will be installed in front of the tree. 

 
 

 



 

 
Resident Directory 2018:
 
We are working on the last phase of the directory, and hope to have it out in May. We
have still not received information forms from approximately 25 % of households. 
 
If you have not yet submitted your form, we ask that you do so as soon as possible,
even if the information from the previous directory is the same. This will help the office
update your information in our files, especially pertaining to email addresses, which
will not be included in the directory.

 
 
 
A link to the the Resident Information Form is below, and hard copies have gone out
to those of you who receive this newsletter via postal mail. Please return it to the
Village office in person, by postal mail, or via email to the Village Office
at avm@martinsadditions.org as soon as possible. 
 
***RESIDENT DIRECTORY FORM***
 
 
Waiting on WSSC:
 
As WSSC continues to delay its sewer rehabilitation process, the Village Council has
sent a letter to WSSC's Board of Directors and our representatives in Annapolis to
help move the project forward.
 
Thank you for your patience while we wait for WSSC to finish their work. In the
meantime, please let the office know if there are potholes that need to be patched up.
The office is making arrangements with AB Veirs to do patching throughout the
Village.
 
 
Misc. Notes:
 
To receive Constant Contact notifications from the Village Council, the committees,
and the office (i.e., any official communication from your Village government), please
contact the Village office. This is the best way to receive information on waste pickup,
snow removal, and Council and committee meetings.

 
 
To receive a paper copy of Martin's Edition in the mail, please contact the Village
office.

 
 
Please note - The Village office does not administer the neighborhood listserv. To
recieve listserv emails, please contact Bill Lebovich at architecturalphoto@mac.com

 
 

http://martinsadditions.org/Village%20Directory%20Form.pdf
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DRAFT AGENDA FOR NEXT COUNCIL MEETING
 Village of Martin's Additions

Council Meeting
7013 Brookville Road (Suite B, 2nd floor)

 Chevy Chase, MD 20815-3263
 

Draft Agenda for Annual Meeting
 May 10, 2018

 
             
 

8:00PM*
 

Call to Order: Krajeck

 Village Business: Krajeck

 Opportunity for Resident Comments

 Action on Council Meeting Minutes of April 19: Krajeck
 

 April Treasurer's Report: Alexander
 

 FY2018 State of the Village: Krajeck
 

 
 

 FY2019 Budget and Tax Rate Public Hearing: Alexander
 

 
 

Budget Content Presentation: Old and New: Alexander
 

 Project Outlook for Year: Repaving Streets, Other Capital
Projects: Trollinger
 

 
 

Action on Tax Rates (3-18-2) and Budget Ordinance 
(3-18-1)
 

 Opportunity for Council to Hear Residents' Comments:
Krajeck

 

 Adjournment: Krajeck
 

Election Results will be emailed the morning of Friday, May 11.



 
Audio recordings and written minutes for Council meetings up through February are
available on the Village website.
 
*PLEASE NOTE: the times listed on agendas are merely placeholders, and a rough
approximation of how much time will be spent. All agenda items may be subject to
lasting more or less time than is indicated, depending on the discussions that take
place.
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BUILDING BLOCKS

Streets & Sidewalks:

The Village is in the midst of a Village-wide sign inventory. 
Traffic studies have been completed on Quincy Street and Shepherd Street -
click here for our Traffic Engineer, Joe Cutro's analysis. We will also be
completing traffic studies on Cummings and Thornapple
Additional traffic studies will be conducted on Cummings Lane and
Thornapple Street. Mr. Cutro will report on his findings at the June Council
meeting.

Brookville/Taylor Intersection
 

 
Many residents in Martin's Additions and Section 3 have raised concerns over the
years about the Brookville/Taylor intersection - cars frequently roll through the stop
signs, and it can be dangerous for pedestrians. VMA, Section 3, and State Highway
Administration have been working together to develop a solution to redesign the
intersection and move the stop signs closer together in all four directions. The
redesign will reduce the distance pedestrians will have to cross the street, and
increase visibility in all directions. It will also involve moving the handicap parking
spot that is currently illegally beyond the northbound stop sign.
 
State Highway originally planned construction work to incorporate redesign plans
for the Brookville/Taylor intersection in fall of 2017. Village staff has met with
representatives with State Highway, along with staff from Section 3. However, the
project was been delayed in order to incorporate into their plans a fix for ponding
issues across the street. State Highway was on "Winter Shutdown" until April 15.
However, they have since met with the contractor to update pricing. By mid-May we
should know if the contractor has accepted the new terms. If so, the project should
begin shortly. If not, the work will likely be delayed... again. Section 3 and Village
staff met with State Highway's new District Engineer to stress the importance of the
work, and has suggested a "backup" contractor if State Highway's first choice does
not work out.
 
 

 

http://files.constantcontact.com/71253a4e401/30212f88-764c-4784-92ff-01fd72df3c02.pdf


Doug Lohmeyer - Building Adminsator's Report:
 

 

7210 Chestnut St.
 
The Village has issued a demolition permit for the removal of the ex. house. The
demolition has been completed. The applicant is working with the architect to
finalize the architectural plans for the new house. Nothing has been submitted to
MCDPS or the Village.
 
3405 Cummings La.
 
The applicant has submitted for a building permit from MCDPS and the Village. The
Village issued a building permit on 9/11/17 and construction is on-going.
 
7208 Delfield St.
 
A dumpster permit has been issued for interior kitchen improvements in the ex.
house. A performance bond has been posted to cover any damage to the Village
right of way. The applicant recently amended the MCDPS permit for additional
interior improvements.
 
3501 Shepherd St.
 
The applicant has submitted a building permit application to make several
improvements to the existing house. The County has issued their building permit
and the Village is waiting for the applicant's architect to respond to several
questions.
 
3510 Taylor Street
 
The homeowner is replacing the old falling wall along the Village sidewalk and
within right of way as well as making minor repairs to their driveway. The work is
almost complete. A right of way license is being processed.
 
3512 Taylor Street
 
The staff noticed that when the retaining wall was re-built, the contractor left a 2-
inch-wide depressed area between the existing Village sidewalk and the base of the
new wall, which may cause a pedestrian to trip and fall. The staff is attempting to
contact the homeowner to correct the situation.
 
3405 Thornapple St.
 
The staff issued a building permit to relocate the existing house from the adjacent
lot and add improvements to the old structure. The work appears to be completed.
However, several sections of ex. curb have chips and cracks and I recommend they



also be replaced. MCDPS has release their building permit and the staff
recommends releasing the Village's building permit.
 
MCDPS will not release the sediment control permit until the applicant removes the
excess dirt that was placed on the lot at 3407. The additional grading was not
approved by MCDPS. The owner has placed some materials on-site and covered it
with a tarp but has not begun the re-grading of the lot. I recommend the Village
retain the performance bond until the grading has been completed, the MCDPS has
released their sediment control permit, the old driveway apron has been removed,
and the damaged section of curb are replaced.
 
3407 Thornapple St.
 
The staff has meet with the owner's attorney and engineer regarding the siting of a
new house on the lot. The owner's attorney feels the Village Code is in conflict with
the County Code regarding building setbacks and that the County Code should be
followed. A Village waiver hearing is scheduled for Wed. April 25, 2018 at 7:30.
 
MSHA - Brookville Road & Bradley La.
 
The MSHA contractor has completed their improvements to the intersection. On

Monday, April 16th after a heavy rain, water was not ponding onto the Village
sidewalk. We will continue to monitor the situation.
 
Oxford Street Storm Drain Repairs
 

On Friday, April 13th, the crew from MCDOT reset the two concrete inlet tops at the
corner of Oxford St. and Quincy.
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HEARD ON THE SIDEWALK
  

MANNA UPDATE: 
 
 
Food Drive Rolls On; Get Ready for May 10th
 
 
Our collection effort on behalf of Manna Food Center - Montgomery County's main
food bank - is rolling along nicely. An early April delivery of 281 pounds boosted
our YTD total to 1,699 pounds, and there's another 100+ pounds waiting in the
wings for an April 30 trip to Manna's warehouse. So the first-third of the year is off
to a great start!
 
And don't forget - On Thursday, May 10th, the evening of the Village election and
Celebration on the Sidewalk, we will be setting up the usual donation table,
accepting both nonperishable food items and cash with which we will buy even
more. In years past, Martin's Additions voters have been especially generous on
election night and we hope to see a repeat this year. Please open your hearts and



wallets to help our many County neighbors who are struggling to pay bills and put
food on the table for their families.
 
If you're not planning to come to the corner on election night, you can always drop
contributions in the box by the stairs to the Village Office or on the front porch of
the Browns (3404 Taylor) or the Kirschtens (3406 Turner). Summer is on the way
but the problem of hunger doesn't disappear when the calendar turns to warmer
weather so we are counting on your continued support as the food drive nears the
beginning of year 11. Thanks to all of our loyal donors in advance - and welcome
to any new neighbors!
 
 
 
MONTGOMERY COUNTY GREENFEST, Saturday, May 5:

  
The 4th Annual Greenfest, Montgomery County's largest environmental festival,
will take place Saturday, May 5 from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. The free event will be held
at Jesup Blair Local Park (900 Jesup Blair Drive, Silver Spring). Online registration
is open for exhibitors and vendors interested in having a display during the festival.
 
Greenfest is designed to create opportunities for residents, businesses, nonprofits
and neighbors to come together, share ideas and learn about environmental
initiatives. This year's event will offer activities to appeal to the whole family, from
hands-on learning opportunities, live music and dance performances, and tree
climbing for kids. Montgomery Parks is this year's site host; all the activities and
exhibitors will be under pop-up tents in Jesup Blair Local Park.
 
Greenfest generally attracts over 1,000 attendees. The 2017 event, hosted by the
City of Gaithersburg, featured participants mingling with exhibitors from across the
County and enjoying cooking demonstrations and music, while children explored
an interactive "Stream Maze" and games.
 
GreenFest is planned by a coalition of partners; including Montgomery County
Department of Environmental Protection, Montgomery Parks, WSSC, the cities of
Gaithersburg, Takoma Park and Rockville; University of Maryland Extension,
Montgomery College, Montgomery County Public Schools, and three local
community groups: Bethesda Green, One Montgomery Green, and Poolesville
Green. 
 
The GreenFest committee is looking for Outreach Ambassadors to share
information about GreenFest with their networks. For more information about the
program, please contact askdep@montgomerycountymd.gov. 
For more information on GreenFest and to register as an exhibitor,
visit montgomerycountygreenfest.org. 
 
 
FROM CHEVY CHASE AT HOME:
 

Did you know that the Montgomery County Police force has a K9 Unit? Meet
one of their amazing four-legged members, along with its handler, at the
Chevy Chase Village Hall on Tuesday, May 8, 2:00 to 3:30 p.m., to learn all
about it. The officer/handler will give a presentation about the Unit and the
various specific tasks the dogs are trained for, such as detecting drugs,
explosives, and weapons -- or even tracking lost persons. And then the dog
will perform on command. Don't miss this!

Drop by Brunch Bunch at the Olympia Cafe on Brookville Road anytime from
10 to 11:30 a.m. on Thursday, May 10. This monthly no-host gathering is a
great time to get together with neighbors -- just buy a cup of coffee and pull up
a chair at the CC@H table. All are welcome.



Calling all seniors! Come take a free Senior Yoga class, offered by Town of
Chevy Chase resident , Susanna Montezemolo, certified yoga instructor and
AARP employee. The class will be held at the Town of Chevy Chase Town Hall
on AARP's volunteer project day, Thursday, May 17, from 10 to 11 a.m.

Interested in becoming a Chevy Chase At Home volunteer? Our New
Volunteer Training will take place on Thursday, May 3, 10 a.m. to 12 noon, at
the town of Chevy Chase Town Hall.For more information please visit
www.chevychaseathome.org or call 301-657-3115.

 

WEATHER OUTLOOK: 
 
March and April have been unusually colder than normal months. More snow fell
in March and April than in the winter months of December, January and February,
which was the same as last winter. Looking ahead to May and the summer
months, it should be more normal, both temperature and rainfall wise. Actually, it
appears that the summer won't be that bad and rain will be above normal. Expect
to be affected by a couple of tropical storms, possibly even a hurricane impacting
the Mid-Atlantic.
 
Don't forget to vote in May on what we hope will be a good weather day!
 
- Keith Allen, Turner Ln
 
Keith Allen, long time resident of Martin's Additions, provides weather forecasts by
phone for cities across the U.S. Residents are encouraged to call 202-589-1212
for up-to-the-minute updates.  
 
                

Keep our community walkable; please patronize the businesses in our Village!
  

Please also keep in mind these "Friends of the Village":
 A Wider Circle

 Chevy Chase at Home 
 Friends of the Library, Chevy Chase Chapter 

Live and Learn Bethesda  
Manna Food Center 
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CONTACT INFO

 

 

COUNCIL
 vmacouncil@googlegroups.com 

Name
 

Phone
 

Email
 

Richard
Krajeck,
Chairman

 

301-654-3663
 

rkrajeck@hotmail.com
 

Tiffany Cissna,
Vice Chairman

 

301-656-4112
 

 vmacouncil@googlegroups.com 

Arthur 301-718-9787 arthur.alexander@att.net

http://www.chevychaseathome.org/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2007/07/18/AR2007071800657.html
http://awidercircle.org/
http://www.chevychaseathome.org/content.aspx?page_id=0&club_id=559717
http://www.folmc.org/chevy-chase-chapter/
http://liveandlearnbethesda.org/
http://mannafood.org/
mailto:rkrajeck@hotmail.com
mailto:vmacouncil@googlegroups.com
mailto:arthur.alexander@att.net


Alexander,
Treasurer

 
Susan Fattig,
Secretary

 

301-951-9578
 

susan.fattig@gmail.com
 

Katya Hill,
Member-at-
Large

 

301-718-1920
 

ka2shaz@gmail.com
 

 
 

OFFICE STAFF
 

Name
 

Phone
 

Email
 

Matt Trollinger,
Village Manager

301-656-4112 manager@martinsadditions.org

Tina Lurie, Assistant
Village Manager 

 

301-656-4112 avm@martinsadditions.org

back to top
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